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The Theory of Plate Tectonics
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1. 

2. 

3. 


Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
4.
Describe what happens when (a) two plates carrying oceanic crust
collide, (b) two plates carrying continental crust collide, and (c) a
plate carrying oceanic crust collides with a plate carrying continental
crust.

5.
Explain what force caused the movement of the continents from one
supercontinent to their present positions.
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6.
At a(n) __________________________, plates come together.
7.
Breaks in Earth’s crust where rocks have slipped past each other are
called _____________.

8.
The lithosphere is broken into separate sections called _____________.

9.
A(n) _____________ is a deep valley on land that forms along
a divergent boundary.

10.
The geological theory that states that pieces of Earth’s crust are in constant,
slow motion is called __________________________.

11.
At a(n) __________________________, plates slip past
each other.

12.
Plates move apart along a(n) __________________________.
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The Theory of Plate Tectonics
If the statement is true, write true. If the statement is false, change the underlined word
or words to make the statement true.
1.
_____________ Earth’s plates meet at boundaries.

2.
_____________ Breaks in the crust called faults form where plates meet.

3.
_____________ Plates slide past each other at convergent boundaries.

4.
_____________ A(n) rift valley forms where plates diverge on land.

5.
_____________ Ocean currents drive Earth’s plates.

6.
_____________ Most transform boundaries where plates move apart occur
along the mid-ocean ridges.

Write the letter of the correct answer on the line at the left.
7.
___ Which theory describes the motion
of and force driving Earth’s plates?
a
first law of motion

b
third law of motion

C
continental drift

d
plate tectonics

9.
___ The San Andreas fault is an example
of which kind of boundary?
a
transform

b
divergent

C
oceanic

d
convergent

8.
___ What is the motion of Earth’s plates
like?
a
fast and in stages

b
slow and in stages

C
fast and constant

d
slow and constant

10.
___ Which feature forms at convergent
boundaries?
a
mountain range

b
trench

C
rift valley

d
mid-ocean ridge


Understanding Main Ideas


Label each diagram by writing the type of plate boundary it shows.





Building Vocabulary


Fill in the blank to complete each statement.








